
 

DRAFT AGENDA AS OF 1.29.26 
 
APRIL 14, 2026​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
PALM BEACH COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER 
WEST PALM BEACH                      ​                                
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
7:45 AM - 8:45 AM​ Press Pause Mindset Workshop (Invite Only) 

Does your Mental Operating System Need an Upgrade? 
Hosted by acclaimed Exit Coach, Navin Thukkaram, Press Pause is a 60-minute 
INVITE ONLY interactive workshop that gives elite founders, CEOs, and leaders 
who have mastered the external game, tangible tools to master the inward one. 
While most high achievers upgrade their businesses, bodies, and bank accounts, 
Navin guides leaders on the ultimate flex — upgrading their mental operating 
system. 

●​ Navin Thukkaram, Exit Coach, Entrepreneur and Investor 
 
8:00 AM - 8:50 AM​ WPB Health and Wellness 
 
8:00 AM - 8:50 AM​ VIP Breakfast 
 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM​ Registration  
 
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM​ Coffee and Connect Presented by WPB DDA 
 
9:00 AM - 9:10 AM​ Welcome Address 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

Join us as we kick off the inaugural Tomorrow.City USA summit in beautiful West 
Palm Beach! Our Opening Ceremony and Welcome Remarks will set the stage 
for two full days of big ideas, bold conversations, and boundless possibilities. 

●​ Ricard Zapatero, CEO, Fira Barcelona International 
●​ Ugo Valenti, Co-Founder and CEO, Smart City Expo World Congress 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Tomorrow.City USA 
●​ Keith James, Mayor, City of West Palm Beach 

 
9:10 AM - 9:30 AM​ TBD 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 
 
9:30 AM - 9:50 AM​ A Bright Future for High-Speed Rail 

MOONSHOT 
From connecting cities and supercharging regional economies to cutting 
emissions and rethinking land use, high-speed rail is no longer a vision; it's 
happening now. Learn how Brightline is leading a new era of public-private 
partnerships, transforming intercity mobility, revitalizing urban hubs and 
positioning America to lead in sustainable, future-ready infrastructure. Whether 
you’re a policymaker, planner, investor or just a curious commuter, this is one 
ride you won’t want to miss. 

 



 

●​ Patrick Goddard, CEO, Brightline 
●​ Andrew Quarrie, Founder & CEO, Urblandia (Moderator) 

 
9:50 AM - 10:40 AM​ Networking Break 
 
10:00AM - 10:30 AM​ WPB Health and Wellness 
 
10:00AM - 10:30 AM​ Startup Pitches 
​ ​ ​ TOMORROW FORUM 
 
10:40 AM - 11:10 AM​ TBD 
​ ​ ​ DISRUPTOR 
​ ​ ​  

eVTOLs and the Future of Flight 
TRANSPORTATION FORUM 

●​ Lydon Sleeper, U.S. Strategic Policy Lead, Joby Aviation 
 

Regenerative and Resilient Cities 
CLIMATE / ENERGY FORUM 

●​ Michael Berkowitz, Executive Director, Climate Resilience Academy, 
University of Miami 

●​ Tony Cho, Co-Founder, Future of Cities (Moderator) 
 

Symbiotics: Man, Machine, and the Stanford Human Perception Lab 
AI / FUTURE FORUM 
Step into the frontier where neuroscience meets next-gen technology. Dr. Khizer 
Khaderi, founder of the Stanford Human Perception Lab, takes us on a deep dive 
into the evolving relationship between humans and machines, where perception 
is power and AI becomes truly symbiotic. As intelligent systems increasingly 
enter our daily lives, how do we ensure they understand us, our behaviors, 
contexts and even our cognitive states? From decoding complex sensory inputs 
to designing intuitive human-machine interfaces, Dr. Khaderi’s groundbreaking 
work is pushing the boundaries of how machines perceive and respond to human 
experience. 

●​ Khizer Khaderi, Founding Director, Stanford Human Perception 
Laboratory (HPL) 

●​ John Tomik, Managing Director, Slalom (Moderator) 
 
Responsible Public Sector AI Adoption 
GOVTECH FORUM 
AI is transforming government, but are we ready for it? As public sector agencies 
race to harness the power of artificial intelligence to streamline services, enhance 
decision-making and boost efficiency, the real challenge lies in doing it right. Join 
public and private sector leaders for a deep dive into what it takes to move from 
AI pilots to real-world, responsible implementation. This session will unpack how 
governments can unlock AI’s potential while tackling head-on the critical issues of 
bias, accountability, data integrity and public trust. 

●​ Dustin Haisler, Chief AI Officer & U.S. GM, Darwin AI​  
​ ​ ​  

 



 

The Digital Twin Revolution 
​ ​ ​ INFRASTRUCTURE FORUM 
 

TBD 
TOMORROW FORUM 

 
11:20 AM - 11:50 AM​ Public Innovation: Tomorrow's Tech for Today's Challenges 
​ ​ ​ DISRUPTOR 

Cities are under pressure to do more with less —facing urgent challenges like 
climate change, aging infrastructure and widening economic gaps. But with the 
right innovation mindset, these hurdles become launchpads for bold solutions. 
Join leaders for an inside look at how public institutions are tapping into emerging 
tech, agile frameworks and cross-sector partnerships to solve real problems in 
real time. From rapid pilots to scalable public-private models, this session will 
highlight how forward-thinking leaders are bridging the gap between policy and 
progress, turning today’s challenges into tomorrow’s opportunities. 

●​ Leigh Ann Buchanan, President & CEO, Miami-Dade Innovation 
Authority 

 
Modern Mobility: Cars as Digital Wallets 
TRANSPORTATION FORUM 

●​ James “JJ” Eden, Executive Director, North Carolina Turnpike Authority 
●​ Chapin Flynn, SVP, Transit and Urban Mobility, Mastercard 

True smart city innovation requires breaking down silos across sectors and 
systems. As mobility becomes increasingly digital, vehicles are emerging as 
platforms that connect drivers to payments, services and public infrastructure in 
real time. Join industry leaders from Volvo, Mastercard, Red Hat and the North 
Carolina Turnpike Authority as they dissect their groundbreaking multi-sector 
collaboration on smart mobility. This session will explore the architecture behind 
the North Carolina In-Vehicle Payment Pilot, demonstrating how government, big 
tech, automotive and fintech can align to create scalable, frictionless 
infrastructure for the modern traveler.  

 
AI for Climate & Nature Innovation 
CLIMATE / ENERGY FORUM 

●​ Amen Ra Mashariki, Director of AI, Bezos Earth Fund 
 
TBD 
AI / FUTURE FORUM 
 
TBD 
GOVTECH FORUM 
 
Digitization of the Right of Way 
INFRASTRUCTURE FORUM 
 
TBD 
TOMORROW FORUM 

 

 



 

11:50 AM - 1:00 PM​ Lunch 
 

11:50 AM - 1:00 PM ​ VIP Lunch 
 

12:10 PM - 12:50 PM​ Lunch Listening Party: Come Together Music Project 
●​ Shaka Mitchell, Founder, Come Together Music Project 

 
1:00 PM - 1:20 PM​ Investing in a Modern America 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

With the U.S. at a transformative inflection point of AI, emerging tech and 
forward‑looking capital strategies reinvigorating industry, community and national 
competitiveness, Jack Selby will share how, from scaling global technology 
platform PayPal to pioneering geographic arbitrage investment strategies at Thiel 
Capital and AZ‑VC, he is unlocking opportunity outside traditional coastal tech 
hubs, fueling regional ecosystems, diversifying American innovation and 
positioning the U.S. as a leader in the global tech economy. 

●​ Jack Selby, Managing Director, Thiel Capital; Founder, AZ-VC 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Tomorrow.City USA (Moderator) 

 
1:20 PM - 1:50 PM​ TBD 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

 
2:00 PM - 2:30 PM​ Drones, Data, and Modern Public Safety 

DISRUPTOR 
●​ Chris Foreman, Co-Founder and CEO, Marketplace.City (Moderator) 

 
Transportation for a Sustainable Future 
TRANSPORTATION FORUM 

●​ Alex Esposito, Co-Founder and CEO, Circuit 
●​ Keith Kerman, Chief Fleet Officer, City of New York 

 
​ ​ ​ Thermal Districts: Future of Distributed Energy Infrastructure 

CLIMATE / ENERGY FORUM 
 

Physical AI and AIoT: Full Stack Approach to Cities 
AI / FUTURE FORUM 
What happens when AI meets the physical world? Cities are becoming living, 
responsive systems powered by sensors, edge computing, and intelligent 
infrastructure. This session dives into the cutting-edge of Physical AI and AIoT, 
where cloud meets curb and digital intelligence drives real-world action. Join 
leading experts as they unpack how full-stack innovation —spanning cloud 
platforms, accelerated AI and connected devices— is creating smarter, safer and 
more responsive urban environments. From real-time perception and predictive 
analytics to autonomous decision-making, discover how public-private 
partnerships are delivering scalable, end-to-end systems that turn data into 
impact across transportation, energy, safety and city operations. 

●​ Ali Asad Hasan, Global Smart Cities/IoT Partnerships, AWS 
●​ Jumbi Edulbehram, Director, Global Public Sector, NVIDIA 
●​ Zev Suissa, Chief Growth Officer, X-lumin 

 



 

 
​ ​ ​ Data in Action: Building Community Buy-In 

GOVTECH FORUM 
●​ Kelly Williams, Chief Innovation Officer, City of Oklahoma City 
●​ Raimundo Rodulfo, CIO, City of Coral Gables 

 
​ ​ ​ Navigating Federal Funding for State-Driven Infrastructure and Innovation 

INFRASTRUCTURE FORUM 
●​ Quentin Palfrey, Director, Federal Funds and Infrastructure, 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
●​ Carol Haddock, President-Elect, American Society of Civil Engineers 

 
TBD 
TOMORROW FORUM 

 
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM​ Networking Break 
 
2:40 PM - 3:20 PM​ SPORT BEACH 

●​ Beth Sidhu, CEO, SPORT BEACH 
 

2:40 PM - 3:20 PM​ Startup Pitches 
TOMORROW FORUM 

 
3:30 PM - 4:00 PM​ Innovating Housing in America 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

●​ Rogier van den Berg, Global Director, WRI Ross Center for Sustainable 
Cities 

●​ Corey Woods, Mayor, City of Tempe 
●​ Rochelle Haynes, Managing Director, Bloomberg What Works Cities 

(Moderator) 
 
4:00 PM - 4:30 PM​ Public, Private and Philanthropic Capital Building Cities of Tomorrow 

●​ Stephen Ross, Owner, Miami Dolphins; CEO and Chairman, Related 
Ross 

●​ Keith James, Mayor, City of West Palm Beach 
 
4:30 PM - 5:00 PM​ Happy Hour 
 
4:30 PM - 5:00 PM​ VIP Reception 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

APRIL 15, 2026​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
PALM BEACH COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER 
WEST PALM BEACH                      ​                                
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM​ Registration 
 
8:00 AM - 8:30 AM​ Coffee and Connect 
 
8:30 AM - 8:50 AM​ Upskilling America: AI and Jobs of Tomorrow 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

As AI accelerates transformation across every sector —from data centers to 
drones and robotics— the race is on to build a workforce ready for what’s next. 
Deputy Secretary of Labor Keith Sonderling takes the stage to explore how AI 
literacy and emerging technologies like automation, exoskeletons and quantum 
computing are reshaping the future of work. Hear how public-private partnerships 
and innovative training programs are closing the skills gap, creating safer, more 
productive workplaces, and ensuring that American workers are not just prepared 
— but empowered — to lead in the digital economy. 

●​ Keith Sonderling, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Labor 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Tomorrow.City USA (Moderator) 

 
8:50 AM - 9:20 AM​ The State of AI Readiness 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

●​ Denise Reilly-Hughes, CIO, State of Vermont 
●​ Cassandra Madison, Executive Director, Center for Civic Futures 

(Moderator) 
 
9:20 AM - 9:40 AM​ Sovereign AI Infrastructure 

MOONSHOT 
As AI becomes a strategic driver of global power, nations are racing to secure the 
infrastructure that underpins advanced computing and data innovation. In this 
conversation, DigitalBridge CEO Marc Ganzi explores how sovereign AI 
infrastructure is emerging as a cornerstone of national competitiveness.​ From 
hyperscale data centers to global fiber networks and edge computing, this 
session will examine how private capital, platform strategies and long-term 
investment are fueling the build-out of secure, high-performance environments 
for AI. Learn how infrastructure is no longer just about connectivity, it’s about 
economic strength, technological sovereignty and shaping the future of global 
leadership. 

●​ Marc Ganzi, CEO, DigitalBridge 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Tomorrow.City USA (Moderator) 

 
9:40 AM - 10:40 AM​ Networking Break 
 
9:50 AM - 10:30 AM​ Startup Pitches 
​ ​ ​ TOMORROW FORUM 
 
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM​ WPB Health and Wellness 

 



 

10:40 AM - 11:10 AM​ Planning for a MultiModal Future 
DISRUTOR 

●​ Aileen Bouclé, Executive Director, Miami-Dade Transportation Planning 
Organization 

●​ Valerie Neilson, Executive Director, Palm Beach Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 

●​ Delphine Romeu, Director, Tomorrow.Mobility (Moderator) 
 
​ ​ ​ Policing Lab: Responsible Modern Public Safety 
​ ​ ​ SECURITY FORUM 

●​ Melissa Hyatt, Former Police Chief, Baltimore County 
 

Hard Assets, High Bandwidth: Future-Proofing ROI in Mixed-Use 
Development 
REAL ESTATE FORUM 

●​ Barry Frey, President & CEO, DPAA 
●​ Charlie Miller, Founder & Principal, M5 Advisors (Moderator) 

 
Public Sector AI 
AI / FUTURE FORUM 

●​ Jason Sankey, CIO, City of Atlanta 
●​ August Chen, CEO, Hazel (Moderator) 

 
Tech and Talent for a Modern Workforce 

​ ​ ​ CIVIC FORUM 
In today’s fast-evolving economy, the intersection of technology, education and 
industry is more critical than ever. As AI, automation and digital tools transform 
the nature of work, how do we ensure people are equipped, not left behind? This 
panel will bring together leaders from the private sector, higher education and 
workforce development to explore how we can build smarter, more inclusive 
talent pipelines. Discover how tech platforms, community colleges and 
mission-driven initiatives are shaping a workforce ready for the jobs of tomorrow, 
while strengthening local economies today. 

●​ Karen Pavlin, Chief Workforce Innovation Officer, ServiceNow 
●​ Ava L. Parker, President, Palm Beach State College 
●​ Talia Milgrom-Elcott, Founder and Executive Director, Beyond100K 
●​ Erskine “Chuck” Faush, Chief Innovation Officer, Miles College 

(Moderator) 
 
​ ​ ​ TBD 
​ ​ ​ LAW / FINANCE FORUM 
 
​ ​ ​ TBD 
​ ​ ​ TOMORROW FORUM 
 
11:20 AM - 11:50 AM​ TBD 
​ ​ ​ DISRUPTOR 
 
 

 



 

AI, Cities, and National Security 
SECURITY FORUM 

●​ Drew Cukor, President, TWG.AI 
●​ Douglas Adams, Executive Director, Institute of National Security, 

Vanderbilt University 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Tomorrow.City USA 
●​ Jerad Warren, Founder, Paradoxical Ascent (Moderator) 

 
The Future of Branded Real Estate 
REAL ESTATE FORUM 
 
Cities Computing on the Edge 
AI / FUTURE FORUM 

●​ Keith Carswell, Director, Economic Innovation, City of Miami 
 
Reimagining Community Engagement 
CIVIC FORUM 

●​ Maryam Banikarim, Host, The Messy Parts Podcast; Chair, WSJ CMO 
Council; Co-Founder, The Longest Table 

●​ Teneka James, Executive Director, West Palm Beach Downtown 
Development Authority 

 
​ ​ ​ Designing Web3 Cities 

LAW / FINANCE FORUM 
 
TBD 

​ ​ ​ TOMORROW FORUM 
 
11:50 AM - 1:00 PM​ Lunch 

 
11:50 AM - 1:00 PM​ VIP Lunch 

 
12:10 PM - 12:50 PM​ Lunch Listening Party: Come Together Music Project 

●​ Shaka Mitchell, Founder, Come Together Music Project 
 
1:00 PM - 1:20 PM​ Design, Placemaking & the New Economy 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

●​ Jackie Soffer, Chairman and CEO, Turnberry 
●​ Craig Robins, CEO & President, Dacra 

 
1:20 PM - 1:40 PM​ Superyachts: The Future of High-Touch Experiences at Sea 
​ ​ ​ MOONSHOT 

●​ Jonathan Beckett, CEO, Burgess 
●​ Emmanuel Akintuende, Founder and Managing Director, GF 

Entertainment (Moderator) 
 
1:50 PM - 2:20 PM​ TBD 

DISRUPTOR 
 

 



 

The Future of First Response 
SECURITY FORUM 

●​ Gwen Lighter, CEO, GoAERO 
●​ Jillian Crane, President and CEO, First Responders Children’s 

Foundation (Moderator) 
 

TBD 
REAL ESTATE FORUM 

 
The Future is Quantum 
AI / FUTURE FORUM 

●​ Jerele Neeld, CIO, City of Chattanooga 
●​ Matthew Cimaglia, Founder and Managing Partner, Quantum Coast 

Capital 
●​ Kelly Smallridge, President and CEO, Business Development Board of 

Palm Beach County (Moderator) 
 
Bridging the Urban Divide: Smart, Human-Centered Redevelopment 
CIVIC FORUM 
As U.S. cities rapidly redevelop, uneven outcomes often emerge between 
neighborhoods, raising critical questions about equity, access and long-term 
community wellbeing. This session will explore how redevelopment efforts can 
bridge these divides by combining technology, data, inclusive planning and 
cultural integrity. It will explore how community-centered processes, 
evidence-based policy, and urban sensing technologies can guide more equitable 
investments, improve services, and strengthen neighborhood resilience. The 
discussion will also address how cities can preserve local identity and build trust 
while leveraging innovation to support connected, inclusive, and sustainable 
urban growth. 

●​ Dr. Alisha Winn, Ph.D., Founder, Consider the Culture 
●​ Tim Tompkins, Fellow, NYU Marron Institute and Brookings Metro 
●​ Dr. Jason Hallstrom, Ph.D., Founding Executive Director, Florida 

Atlantic University Sensing Institute (I-SENSE) 
●​ Christopher Roog, CEcD, Executive Director, West Palm Beach 

Community Redevelopment Agency (Moderator) 

Legal and Policy Frameworks to Modernize U.S. Cities 
LAW / FINANCE FORUM 

●​ Eve O’Toole, Managing Director, Manatt 
●​ Jay Taylor, Partner, Stinson 
●​ Cathleen Ward, District 1 West Palm Beach City Commissioner; Partner, 

Lippes Mathias 
 

TBD 
​ ​ ​ TOMORROW FORUM 
 
2:20 PM - 3:30 PM​ Networking Break 
 
 

 



 

2:40 PM - 3:20 PM​ SPORT BEACH 
●​ Beth Sidhu, CEO, SPORT BEACH 

 
2:30 PM - 3:20 PM​ Startup Pitches 
​ ​ ​ TOMORROW FORUM 

 
3:30 PM - 4:00 PM​ The Promise of AI and a High Performing Governance 

AI is unlocking new possibilities for governments to work smarter, deliver 
services faster and engage more meaningfully with the communities they serve. 
In this forward-looking session, hear from top founders in civic tech and public 
innovation on how AI is driving more transparent, efficient and accountable public 
institutions. Learn how technology is being used to streamline operations, 
optimize public spending and expand access to critical services, while keeping 
measurable impact at the center. Discover how AI can power the next generation 
of high-performing government. 

●​ Phaedra Ellis-Lamkins, Co-Founder and CEO, Promise 
●​ Zac Bookman, Co-Founder and CEO, OpenGov 
●​ Kenneth Ebie, EVP, Tomorrow.City USA (Moderator) 

 
4:00 PM​ ​ TBD 
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