
 

DRAFT AGENDA AS OF 4.1.25 

 
APRIL 2, 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
JAVITS CENTER | NEW YORK CITY                       ​                                
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
7:00 – 4:00 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Registration 
Track: General Information 

 
7:50 – 8:00 AM​ MOONSHOT 

Ribbon Cutting 
Track: Ceremonies 

 
8:00 – 8:20 AM​ MOONSHOT 

Welcome Address 
Track: Ceremonies 
Opening Ceremony of Smart City Expo USA 2025 with the Organizers 
from Smart City Expo USA, Fira Barcelona International and Smart City 
Expo World Congress, and New York City Chief Technology Officer.  

●​ Ricard Zapatero, CEO, Fira Barcelona International 
●​ Matthew Fraser, Chief Technology Officer, City of New York 
●​ John Paul Farmer, President, Smart City Expo USA 

 
8:20 – 9:30 AM​ MOONSHOT 

Paris 2024: An Olympics Masterclass 
Track: Sports and Economic Development 
Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
Track: Mobility and Transportation 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
The Olympic Games are certainly the world’s biggest stage for athletic 
excellence, but they are also an extraordinary opportunity for host cities to 
modernize their infrastructure, drive economic development, and 
transform communities. Relive the magic of the Paris 2024 Olympics, 
which saw 9.5M visitors to the City of Lights and 2BN followers, as you 
hear from CEO Étienne Thobois about how his innovative team executed 
the safest, most exciting, sustainable, tech-forward, and ambitious games 
to date.  

●​ Cédrik Fouriscot, Consul General of France in New York 
(Remarks) 

●​ Étienne Thobois, CEO, Paris 2024 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Smart City Expo USA (Moderator) 



 

 
9:30 – 10:30 AM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Networking 
Track: General Information 
Take a Breather and Stretch it Out 
Pilates is the key to injury prevention, resilience and longevity in all 
activities and sports. Keeping our bodies moving throughout the workday 
provides us with the opportunity to Refresh, Reset and Refocus both our 
bodies and our minds. Our 15 mins pilates sessions will focus on 
Breathing to re-energize and revitalize and Stretching to re-align and 
lengthen neck, back and shoulders. No special equipment or clothing is 
required. 

●​ Marilena Brunetti, Fletcher Pilates and Body Harmonics 
Instructor, Work Me In Studio 

 
9:30 – 5:30 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Expo Hall Open 
Track: General Information 

 
9:40 – 10:00 AM​ ASSEMBLY 
​ ​ ​ Leading the Pack: How Citi Bike Stays Agile at Scale 
​ ​ ​ Track: Mobility and Transportation 

Citi Bike is not just the largest bikeshare system in North America—it’s a 
model of innovation, scalability, and electrification. In this insightful chat, 
Citi Bike’s General Manager, Patrick Knoth, and Lyft Urban Solutions' 
Public Policy Director, Miller Nuttle, will discuss how the system continues 
to evolve while ensuring efficient operations and a smooth user 
experience. From expanding ebike infrastructure to navigating policy 
challenges and fostering strategic public-private partnerships, they’ll 
explore what it takes to stay ahead in an ever-changing urban mobility 
landscape. Join us for an inside look at how Citi Bike is shaping the future 
of cycling in NYC.  

●​ Patrick Knoth, General Manager, Citi Bike 
●​ Miller Nuttle, Director, Public Policy, Lyft Urban Solutions 

 
10:00 – 10:20 AM​ ASSEMBLY 
​ ​ ​ Congestion and Traffic Demand Analysis Using Floating Car Data 
​ ​ ​ Track: Mobility and Transportation 

Track: AI and Deep Tech 
​​As urban mobility challenges continue to grow, understanding traffic 
congestion and using real-time traffic data services within traffic 
management systems and operations has become critical for improving 
efficiency and alleviating congestion. The presentation introduces a range 
of analytical tools and services from TomTom which can be used to 



 

measure traffic demand, congestion, travel time and delays on a junction, 
corridor and network level to help professionals and cities reduce 
congestion and improve citizen mobility. 

●​ Ralf-Peter Schäfer, VP Product Management Traffic and Travel 
Information, TomTom 

 
10:00 – 11:30 AM​ SOLUTIONS CIRCLE 

World Economic Forum, Cities Today Institute, and Smart City Expo 
USA Major Events Roundtable (Invite Only) 

 
10:30 – 10:50 AM​ ASSEMBLY 

Community Centered Approach to Smart Cities 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Building smarter cities requires bridging technological innovation with 
community needs, and ensuring these innovations serve all urban 
populations is becoming a top priority. This session will explore how urban 
policy, civic innovation, and cross-sector collaboration shape smarter 
cities through public participation, equitable data practices, and 
human-centered design. It will highlight how emerging technologies can 
empower communities, drive social impact, and align with the diverse 
priorities of urban life. 

●​ Sergio Marrero, Managing Director, Blue Ridge Labs, Robin 
Hood 

●​ Tyler Svitak, Executive Director, Colorado Smart Cities Alliance 
●​ Story Bellows, Partner, Cityfi (Moderator) 

 
10:30 – 11:10 AM​ MOONSHOT 

Coinbase: Blockchain to Advance Trust, Culture and Efficiency in 
Cities 
Blockchain is revolutionizing the way cities operate, and this session will 
examine how blockchain-driven mechanisms — such as smart contracts, 
digital identity, and tokenized assets — are reshaping public services, 
fostering transparency, and unlocking new economic models. This session 
will showcase the transformative impact of blockchain across urban 
ecosystems, from streamlining operations to empowering citizens and 
redefining cultural interactions. 

●​ John D'Agostino, Head of Strategy, Coinbase Institutional 
●​ Kim Shlepakov, Private Wealth, Coinbase Institutional 
●​ Toni Thai Sterrett, Founder, Bad Grrls Creative Club (Moderator) 

 
DISRUPTOR  
Upskilling America 
Track: Law, Policy, and Finance 



 

With technology rapidly reshaping our economy and industries investing 
billions of dollars in data centers, next-gen infrastructure, AI, and more, 
building an inclusive and modern workforce with future-ready skills is 
essential to sustaining economic growth. This session will explore 
including innovative training programs, public-private partnerships, and 
the role of technology in closing skill gaps. Discover how cities, industries, 
and educators are upskilling and reskilling communities, driving global 
competitiveness, and preparing for a digital economy. 

●​ Abby Jo Sigal, Executive Director, NYC Mayor's Office of Talent 
and Workforce Development 

●​ Sheldon Gilbert. Founder & CEO, Kura Labs 
●​ Angle Bush, CEO, Black Women in Artificial Intelligence 
●​ Kieran Blanks, Founder and Principal, Blankslate Group 

(Moderator) 
 

INNOVATOR 
​ ​ ​ Climate Resilient Cities 

Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
As urban areas face increasing environmental challenges, resilient 
infrastructure is key to building sustainable cities. This session will focus 
on innovative solutions to combat flooding, from advanced drainage 
systems to smart infrastructure designed to manage stormwater. It will 
explore groundbreaking initiatives such as porous pavement installations, 
which help mitigate flooding, and examine how cities can leverage new 
technologies and design principles to enhance resilience, protect 
communities, and adapt to changing climate conditions. 

●​ Nerissa Moray, CFO, NYC Department of Environmental 
Protection, City of New York 

●​ Byron Roelofsz, AI Solutions Director, Sand Technologies 
●​ Stewart Sarkozy-Banoczy, CEO, Okhtapus; Managing Director, 

World Ocean Council 
●​ Sanna-Mari Jäntti, Head of New Markets, Miltton (Moderator) 

 
10:50 – 11:10 AM​ ASSEMBLY 

Wiz: Cybersecurity in the Age of AI 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Google’s recent $32 billion acquisition of Wiz, the largest in its history, 
highlights the growing importance of cybersecurity in an AI-driven world. 
As cities become smarter and more interconnected, protecting critical 
infrastructure from advanced cyber threats is more urgent than ever. This 
session will examine how this deal could reshape the future of cloud 
security, the evolving risks in intelligent urban environments, and how 



 

advanced cybersecurity solutions are becoming essential to safeguard 
the digital backbone of modern cities. 

●​ Mitch Herckis, Global Head of Government Affairs, Wiz 
●​ John Paul Farmer, President, Smart City Expo USA (Moderator) 

 
11:20 – 12:00 PM​ MOONSHOT 

Bloomberg Philanthropies What Works Cities Presents: How Cities 
are Using Data and AI to Combat Extreme Weather 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
Cities are facing more extreme weather every year–from hurricanes and 
heat waves, to flooding and prolonged droughts. In this session, hosted 
by What Works Cities, local leaders will discuss how governments are 
using innovative technologies, such as artificial intelligence, as one tool to 
boost climate resiliency. Learn how you can build a solid data foundation 
to use AI effectively and help your city plan better, respond faster and 
protect residents when nature strikes. 

●​ Shannon Martin, Mayor, City of Port St. Lucie 
●​ André Sayegh, Mayor, City of Paterson 
●​ Greg Useem, Chief Performance Officer, City of Alexandria 
●​ Kyle Patterson, Director of Organizational Effectiveness, City of 

Boise 
●​ Rochelle Haynes, Managing Director, What Works Cities 

(Moderator) 
 

DISRUPTOR 
​ ​ ​ Community Collaboration for Smarter Cities 

Track: Sports and Economic Development 
Cities thrive when governments, businesses, and communities work 
together to drive innovation and economic growth. This session will 
explore how city leaders, technologists, and local stakeholders are 
leveraging public-private partnerships, data-driven policies, and emerging 
technologies to revitalize districts, enhance public services, and create a 
legacy of smarter infrastructure especially as some cities prepare to host 
the FIFA 2026 and LA28 games. 

●​ Lea Eriksen, Director of Technology & Innovation and CIO, City of 
Long Beach 

●​ Jason Sankey, CIO, City of Atlanta 
●​ George Nunez, Founder / CEO, Bronx Tech Hub 
●​ Ebony Young, Deputy Queens Borough President, City of New 

York (Moderator) 
 
 
 



 

​ ​ ​ INNOVATOR 
Transportation for a Sustainable Future 
Track: Mobility and Transportation 
Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
Cities are driving toward a zero-emission future with clean, electrified 
fleets and modern EV infrastructure. This session will explore how 
advanced technologies and innovations in biofuels and other sustainable 
materials are leading cities into a more efficient and environmentally 
friendly future. 

●​ Keith Kerman, Chief Fleet Officer, City of New York 
●​ Shin-pei Tsay, Director, Mayor's Office of New Urban Mechanics, 

City of Boston 
●​ Ryan Russo, Executive Director, NACTO 
●​ Matthew Walsh, State Policy Manager, Waymo 
●​ Sarah Saltz, Senior Associate, Cityfi (Moderator) 

 
11:20 – 11:50 AM​ ASSEMBLY 

​ AI Driving Government Efficiency 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Cities are becoming more complex, and governments face increasing 
pressure to deliver faster, smarter, and more efficient public services. In 
this sense, AI is emerging as a tool to meet these demands, enabling 
data-driven decision-making, predictive capabilities, and automated 
processes that transform how public institutions operate and improve 
citizen experiences. This session will explore how cutting-edge AI 
technologies —such as predictive analytics, automation, and intelligent 
data systems— are driving operational efficiency across public sectors.  

●​ Mark Wheeler, Principal, Alogra.io 
●​ Miguel Gamiño, Co-Founder, SuperCityAI 
●​ Jason Whittet, Chief Strategy and Business Development Officer, 

Authorium (Moderator) 
 
11:50 – 12:00 PM​ ASSEMBLY 

Bizztech Presents 
●​ Jason Shuster, Co-Founder & Chief Operations Officer, Bizztech 

 
12:00 – 1:00 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Lunch Break 
Track: General Information 

 
 
 
 
 



 

1:00 – 1:50 PM​ MOONSHOT 
Road to FIFA World Cup 2026 
Track: Sports and Economic Development 

With 11 cities across the U.S. preparing to host the FIFA World Cup 2026 
matches, the country has an unprecedented opportunity to catalyze 
investments in modern infrastructure, next-gen mobility, sustainable 
development, digital transformation, and more. Join Host City CEOs from 
Kansas City, Dallas, the Bay Area, Houston, Philadelphia, and NYNJ to 
learn how they are leveraging technology, public-private partnerships, and 
legacy planning to maximize and ensure long-term economic and social 
benefits beyond the event. 

●​ Alex Lasry, CEO, FIFA World Cup 26™ New York New Jersey 
●​ Monica Paul, President, Dallas / North Texas FWC Organizing 

Committee 
●​ Zaileen Janmohamed, CEO, Bay Area Host Committee 
●​ Chris Canetti, President, Houston 2026 Host Committee 
●​ Meg Kane, Host City Executive / CEO, Philadelphia Soccer 2026 
●​ Jonathan Clegg, Sports Editor, Wall Street Journal (Moderator) 

 
2:00 – 2:30 PM​ MOONSHOT 

'Move Fast, Break Things' Mentality vs. Purposeful Innovation 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Rapid innovation can drive urban transformation, but unchecked 
technological deployment can create chaos. This panel explores how 
cities and tech companies can strike a balance—leveraging emerging 
technologies to enhance public safety, mobility, and sustainability while 
navigating regulatory challenges and ensuring all communities benefit. 
Experts will discuss lessons from global smart city initiatives, best 
practices for integrating new technology into legacy systems, and the 
importance of long-term, human-centered planning in building resilient 
urban environments.   

●​ Shailen Bhatt, SVP & COO, U.S. & LATAM, AtkinsRéalis 
●​ Ydanis Rodriguez, DOT Commissioner, City of New York 
●​ Michael Hancock, Managing Partner, Hancock Global, LLC 

(Moderator) 
 

DISRUPTOR 
GovAI: AI in City Government 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Artificial Intelligence is revolutionizing how city governments operate, 
offering new ways to enhance decision-making, optimize public services, 
and improve citizen engagement. This session will delve into the practical 
applications of AI in urban governance, from predictive analytics for 



 

resource allocation to smart policy development. It will explore how cities 
can harness AI to become more efficient, transparent, and responsive, 
ultimately paving the way for more dynamic, data-driven governance in 
the cities of tomorrow. 

●​ Frank Scott, Mayor, City of Little Rock 
●​ Santiago Garces, CIO, City of Boston 
●​ Stephen Goldsmith, Derek Bok Professor of the Practice of 

Urban Policy, Director of Data Smart City Solutions, Bloomberg 
Center for Cities, Harvard University (Moderator) 
 

INNOVATOR 
FIFA World Cup 2026 "Smart" Transit 
Track: Sports and Economic Development 
Track: Mobility and Transportation 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
As cities continue to grow, managing traffic and transit is becoming ever 
more complex. By leveraging new technologies, cities are creating more 
fluid, sustainable, and responsive transportation systems that meet the 
needs of a rapidly evolving urban landscape. This session will focus on 
how smart transportation systems, powered by data analytics, IoT, and AI, 
are revolutionizing urban mobility. It will examine different innovations 
designed to reduce congestion, enhance efficiency, and improve overall 
mobility, creating more connected and adaptable urban environments. 

●​ Ryan Mellow, Global Industries Team Lead, Computer Vision AI & 
Edge, Dell Technologies 

●​ Lauren LaRusso, Co-Host City Manager and General Counsel, 
FIFA World Cup 26™ NYNJ 

●​ Binu Thomas, Senior Advisor to CEO for World Cup Planning, NJ 
TRANSIT 

●​ Nadia Sa'd Mulaire, VP, Transit Strategy and Business 
Development, Boldyn Networks (Moderator) 

 
2:00 – 2:30 PM​ ASSEMBLY 

Thriving in the Anthropocene: Expanding Consciousness in the Age 
of Smart Cities 
Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
Join this experiential and interactive conversation on how humanity can 
transcend from surviving to truly thriving in these transformative times. 
Drawing from both ancient wisdom and emergent practices, we will guide 
participants on a deep exploration of consciousness, capacity-building, 
and collective healing in an effort to redefine “smart” cities and adopt a 
bold vision to realize the potential of the collective as a call for global 
awakening and action. 



 

●​ Marissa Feinberg, Founder and Chief Storyteller, Triple Bottom 
Why 

●​ Mor Keshet, Founder, Integrative Creative Arts Therapy 
 
2:30 – 3:20 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Networking 
Track: General Information 
Take a Breather and Stretch it Out 
Pilates is the key to injury prevention, resilience and longevity in all 
activities and sports. Keeping our bodies moving throughout the workday 
provides us with the opportunity to Refresh, Reset and Refocus both our 
bodies and our minds. Our 15 mins pilates sessions will focus on 
Breathing to re-energize and revitalize and Stretching to re-align and 
lengthen neck, back and shoulders. No special equipment or clothing is 
required. 

●​ Marilena Brunetti, Fletcher Pilates and Body Harmonics 
Instructor, Work Me In Studio 

 
2:40 – 3:20 PM​ ASSEMBLY 

Do You Know What That Sensor is Doing? Building Community 
Trust in Emerging Tech 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Sensors and AI-enabled systems are part of the way cities are built, but it 
can be difficult for communities to understand how these new forms of 
infrastructure can improve outcomes and provide public benefit. DTPR 
(Digital Trust for Places and Routines) is an award-winning, globally 
recognized open-source communication standard that helps people see 
and understand how data, sensors and AI shapes the places we live, 
work and play. The session will feature a discussion with city leaders that 
have used DTPR to advance their cities’ initiatives, from an early 
experimental pilot in Boston to powering the City of Long Beach’s Digital 
Rights Platform and supporting community collaborations for smart cities. 
The discussion will reflect on lessons learned and explore future needs 
and directions for the DTPR standard in the age of AI. 

●​ Lea Eriksen, Director of Technology & Innovation and CIO, City of 
Long Beach 

●​ Nigel Jacob, Visiting Scholar, Leventhal Center for Advanced 
Urbanism, MIT 

●​ Jacqueline Lu, CEO and Founder, Helpful Places 
●​ Greg Lindsay, Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Future Urban 

Collectives Lab, MIT (Moderator) 
 
 
 



 

3:20 – 3:50 PM​ MOONSHOT 
Governance at the Speed of AI 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
The evolving federal landscape introduces a mix of uncertainty & 
opportunity for state governments. During this session, panelists will 
explore how to balance Gen AI governance with innovation. They will 
review strategies to effectively adopt Gen AI across workforce, 
cost-effectiveness & modernization efforts without compromising public 
trust or service reliability. 

●​ James Collins, Public Sector Lead, Americas, Microsoft 
●​ Kamal Deol, Acting CIO, FDNY, City of New York 
●​ Tamara Fields, U.S. Public Service Industry Lead, Accenture 

(Moderator) 
 

DISRUPTOR 
A World in Flux: Geopolitics and the Future of Food, Water, and 
Energy in Cities 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
As geopolitical shifts and environmental uncertainties reshape global 
supply chains, cities must rethink how they secure and manage essential 
resources such as food, water and energy. From resilient urban design 
and decentralized energy grids to strategic investment in water and food 
systems, the built environment plays an important role in shaping 
sustainable, self-sufficient and circular cities. This session will explore 
how innovative architecture, forward-thinking infrastructure, and adaptive 
financial models can help cities navigate disruptions and enhance 
long-term stability. It will highlight how design, technology and governance 
come together towards resource resilience.  

●​ Joseph Curry, Chairman and CEO, Orbit Holdings  
●​ Andre Kikoski, Founding Principal, Andre Kikoski Architecture 
●​ Alfred Kahn, CMO, Vitprints 
●​ Samia Lemfadli, CEO/Founder, Change Food for Good 

(Moderator) 
 

INNOVATOR 
Sports Success Stories: IoT, Safety, and Smart Cities 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Track: Sports and Economic Development 
Sports events and venues serve as dynamic testing grounds for 
cutting-edge urban innovations. This session will explore how IoT, 
AI-powered analytics, real-time data, and smart infrastructure enhance 
safety, optimize operations, and drive economic resilience. From 



 

connected stadiums with real-time monitoring, sensor-based crowd 
analytics and management, biometric authentication to improve the 
experience, and seamless mobility solutions, this session will showcase 
how the intersection of technology and sports is shaping smarter, more 
secure, and more efficient urban experiences.  

●​ Kimberly LaGrue, CIO, City of New Orleans 
●​ Brian O'Neal, Assistant Chief, Clark County Fire Department, 

State of Nevada  
●​ Jumbi Edulbehram, Global Business Development, Smart Cities 

and Spaces, NVIDIA 
●​ Chris Foreman, CEO, Marketplace.city (Moderator) 

 
3:20 – 3:50 PM​ ASSEMBLY 

Transatlantic Collaboration: Smart City Myths, Realities, and Bold 
Solutions 

​ ​ ​ Track: Law, Policy, and Finance 
What’s fact, what’s fiction, and what’s just wishful thinking in transatlantic 
smart city collaboration? In this dynamic session, we’ll put common 
assumptions to the test in "Smart City Mythbusters," separating 
U.S.-Europe urban innovation facts from fiction. Then, in "Policy vs. 
Reality," panelists will challenge each other to adapt successful policies 
and technologies across the Atlantic—debating what works, what doesn’t, 
and why. Join us for a fast-paced, interactive discussion that uncovers 
real opportunities and breaks down the barriers to true transatlantic urban 
innovation. 

●​ Shin-pei Tsay, Director of the Mayor’s Office of New Urban 
Mechanics, City of Boston 

●​ Stephen Goldsmith, Derek Bok Professor of the Practice of 
Urban Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, 
Director of Data Smart City Solutions at the Bloomberg Center of 
Cities at Harvard University 

●​ Vítor Moreira, Municipal Director, Município de Vila Nova de 
Famalicão 

●​ Shannon Macika, Global Research & Insights Lead, BABLE 
Smart Cities (Moderator) 

 
4:00 – 4:30 PM​ MOONSHOT 
​ ​ ​ Modernizing U.S. Infrastructure 

Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Track: Mobility and Transportation 
Through historic federal investments in bridges, airports, ports, roads, rail, 
energy grids, and water systems, the United States is experiencing 
country wide modernization of its infrastructure. This session will explore 



 

how future demand is being met in terms of infrastructure, power, 
resiliency, connectivity, and ensuring U.S. cities are globally-competitive. 

●​ Stephen Sigmund, Chief of Public Outreach, Gateway 
Development Commission 

●​ Priya Jain, President, Americas, Mace Consult 
●​ Eric Gertler, Executive Chairman & CEO, U.S. News & World 

Report 
●​ Monte Monash, CEO, Monash Advisory Group (Moderator) 

 
4:30 – 5:30 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Happy Hour 
Track: General Information  



 

APRIL 3, 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
JAVITS CENTER | NEW YORK CITY                       ​                                
____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
7:00 – 4:00 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Registration 
Track: General Information 

 
8:00 – 8:30 AM​ MOONSHOT 

NYC: The Future is Here 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Track: Law, Policy, and Finance 
Track: Mobility and Transportation 
New York City is leading on AI, venture capital, cutting-edge innovation, 
and foreign direct investment. This session will explore how New York 
City is moving into a modern and inclusive future through innovations in 
mobility and transportation, forward-thinking policy frameworks, innovative 
public-private partnerships, and global collaborations. 

●​ Tiffany Raspberry, Deputy Mayor for Intergovernmental Affairs, 
City of New York 

●​ Ydanis Rodriguez, DOT Commissioner, City of New York 
●​ Edward Mermelstein, International Affairs Commissioner, City of 

New York 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Smart City Expo USA (Moderator) 

 
8:30 – 9:00 AM​ MOONSHOT 

Tetris at 40: A Legacy of Innovation, Impact, and Enduring Joy 
Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
From its unlikely beginnings in Soviet Russia to becoming a global 
cultural phenomenon, Tetris has captivated players for four decades with 
its simple yet “perfect” gameplay. Beyond the game, its success has 
fueled meaningful change—empowering entrepreneurs, advancing 
mental health research, and driving sustainability initiatives. As the Tetris 
legacy evolves under new leadership, we explore how a family, a 
business, and a timeless game continue to shape the world, proving that 
the power of play can transcend generations. 

●​ Henk Rogers, Chairman of the Board, The Tetris Company 
●​ Maya Rogers, CEO, The Tetris Company 
●​ Christine Keung, General Partner, J2 Ventures (Moderator) 

 
9:00 – 9:30 AM​ MOONSHOT 

The Future of Smart Cities in the Age of Identic AI 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 



 

Discover how the next era of artificial intelligence will transform the fabric 
of our cities —and what this means for our personal identity and collective 
future. AI is already revolutionizing the way we interact with our 
environments, but as it evolves, cities themselves will become intelligent, 
adaptive, and deeply personalized. In this new era of Identic AI, AI-driven 
urban ecosystems will anticipate citizen needs, optimize infrastructure in 
real time, and enhance quality of life through seamless, AI-powered 
interactions. Explore how AI companions will redefine urban mobility, 
governance, and public services, how to revolutionize urban identity with 
self-sovereign AI models that enhance privacy and autonomy, and how to 
address the profound risks of algorithmic control, digital equity, and 
cybersecurity in the AI-powered city. 

●​ Joseph Bradley, CEO, TONOMOUS.NEOM 
 
9:30 – 10:30 AM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Networking 
​ ​ ​ Track: General Information 

Take a Breather and Stretch it Out 
Pilates is the key to injury prevention, resilience and longevity in all 
activities and sports. Keeping our bodies moving throughout the workday 
provides us with the opportunity to Refresh, Reset and Refocus both our 
bodies and our minds. Our 15 mins pilates sessions will focus on 
Breathing to re-energize and revitalize and Stretching to re-align and 
lengthen neck, back and shoulders. No special equipment or clothing is 
required. 

●​ Marilena Brunetti, Fletcher Pilates and Body Harmonics 
Instructor, Work Me In Studio 

 
9:30 – 4:30 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Expo Hall Open 
Track: General Information 

 
9:40 – 10:20 AM​ ASSEMBLY 

AI for Good 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
AI has the potential to fundamentally reshape how cities serve their 
residents – but only if it's applied strategically, ethically, and with real 
public benefit in mind. In this conversation, an AI entrepreneur, advisor, 
and investor come together to share what it means to build “AI for Good” 
and how to translate that promise into tangible results for city leaders. 
From software that helps government officials and executives run smarter 
offices, to frameworks that guide public and philanthropic investments in 
AI, this panel will ground the buzz around AI in real use cases and 
roadmaps.  



 

●​ Shannon Beckham, Founder and CEO, Chief AI 
●​ Jake Porway, Entrepreneur in Residence, Decoded Futures 
●​ Harrison Marks, Principal, Commonweal Ventures (Moderator) 

 
10:30 – 11:10 AM​ MOONSHOT 

Investing in Critical Infrastructure 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Reliable, resilient, and future-ready infrastructure is the backbone of 
thriving cities. As urban populations grow and urban challenges intensify, 
investing in critical infrastructure has never been more urgent. This 
session will explore how cities are securing funding and leveraging 
innovative approaches to modernize essential systems, from 
transportation and energy to water management and digital connectivity, 
among others. It will showcase innovative financing models, public-private 
partnerships, forward-thinking strategies, and cutting-edge technologies 
that are shaping the next generation of infrastructure to drive long-term 
economic growth, sustainability, and urban resilience.  

●​ Brian Regli, Executive Director of Critical Investments for the 
Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

●​ Quentin Palfrey, Director of Federal Funds and Infrastructure, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

●​ Kate Gasparro, CEO/Founder, Building Better Cities 
●​ Zachary Kolodin, President, Pont Advisory (Moderator) 

 
DISRUPTOR 
Connected Communities and AI-Ready Networks 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Technology and innovation hubs, alongside forward-thinking city 
leadership, are reshaping urban landscapes through AI and advanced 
connectivity. This session will examine how cities are leveraging 
intelligent networks, data-driven decision-making, and community-focused 
AI solutions to drive economic development, bridge digital divides, and 
enhance public services. From smart infrastructure to collaborative 
innovation ecosystems, the session will explore how technology leaders 
and cities are shaping the future of connected, inclusive, and resilient 
communities. 

●​ Clayton Banks, CEO, Silicon Harlem 
●​ Grace Simrall, Kentucky Director of Market Development, Lumos  
●​ Sandra Baer, Brand Ambassador, SmartCitiesWorld (Moderator) 

​ ​ ​  
 
 

INNOVATOR 



 

​ ​ ​ Venture Capital for a Future-Ready Century 
Track: Law, Policy, and Finance 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Venture capital funds are investing in next-gen technologies that are 
shaping the future of safe, sustainable, and efficient cities. This session 
will explore how VCs are fueling, scaling, and accelerating innovative and 
cutting-edge portfolio companies and startups that are building for a 
future-ready and globally-competitive century. 

●​ Julie Samuels, President and CEO, Tech:NYC 
●​ Leigh-Ann Buchanan, President and CEO, Miami-Dade 

Innovation Authority 
●​ Tenzin Seldon, Founder & Managing Partner, Pulse Fund 
●​ Crystelle Desnoyer, NYC Tech Ecosystem Builder (Moderator) 

 
10:30 – 10:50 AM​ ASSEMBLY 

Billions invested in Real Estate Tech, Will Your City Win? 
Get the pulse on what tech innovations you will see in the next 24 months 
in the real estate technology arena.  Take in a compelling conversation on 
how the complex processes, codes and regulations will be easier to 
manage.  Learn about how better decisions, a frictionless design and 
approval process will make real estate finance, resiliency design, 
development timelines and construction schedules more predictable 
yielding winners along with their city.   

●​ Robert LiMandri, President, Copper Beech Project 
●​ Robinson Hernandez, Power Generations & Storage Assistant 

Director, NYSERDA (Moderator) 
 
11:20 – 12:00 PM​ MOONSHOT 
​ ​ ​ Public Sector AI 

Track: AI and Deep Tech 
As governments embrace digital transformation, artificial intelligence is 
redefining how public services are delivered and managed, enhancing 
efficiency, responsiveness and decision-making. From predictive analytics 
and automation to real-time data-processing, AI is enhancing urban 
governance, public safety, infrastructure efficiency, and citizen 
engagement. This session will explore the latest AI applications in the 
public sector, examining the technologies, policies, and ethical 
considerations shaping the future of AI-powered governments. 

●​ Katie Savage, Secretary of Information Technology, State of 
Maryland 

●​ Amartyo Sen, GTM, Government & Public Sector, OpenAI 
●​ John Paul Farmer, President, Smart City Expo USA (Moderator) 

 
DISRUPTOR 



 

Engineering Tomorrow’s Infrastructure 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Rapid urbanization, climate change, and aging infrastructure are pushing 
cities to rethink how they design, build, and maintain critical infrastructure. 
This session will explore how cutting-edge engineering, AI-driven design, 
digital twins, and advanced construction materials are revolutionizing 
urban development. It will also present how cities can integrate smart 
technology and innovation into building and renewing urban infrastructure, 
to make it not only robust and sustainable but also adaptable to the 
current and future challenges.  

●​ Rory Linehan, Director of Infrastructure Policy Advancement, 
Bentley Systems 

●​ Steven Reed, Mayor, City of Montgomery; President, African 
American Mayors Association 

●​ Victoria Johnson, Vice President, HDR 
●​ Sam Johnson, CEO, Civint (Moderator) 

​ ​ ​  
INNOVATOR  
Drones, Dashboards, and Data-Driven Public Safety 
Track: Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Public safety is entering a new era, powered by cutting-edge technologies 
that revolutionize how cities prepare for and respond to emergencies. 
With the integration of new tools such as real-time data, interactive 
dashboards, or advanced drone capabilities, public safety is becoming 
more proactive, efficient, and adaptative. This session will dive into how 
these tools are improving response times, optimizing resource allocation, 
and providing critical insights during emergencies, helping cities build 
safer and more resilient communities ready for the challenges of the 
future. 

●​ Fritz Reber, Director, DFR Consulting, Flock Safety 
●​ Letitia Plummer, Council Member, City of Houston 
●​ Michael Leo, Captain, FDNY Robotics, City of New York 
●​ John Tomik, Managing Director, Slalom (Moderator) 

 
10:50 – 11:10 AM​ ASSEMBLY 
​ ​ ​ TBD 

●​ Rebecca Heywood, Head of Governments Team, US Digital 
Response 

 
 
 
11:20 – 11:40 AM​ ASSEMBLY 



 

Forging Safe and Livable Streetscapes through Research 
●​ Andrew Smyth, Director, Center for Smart Streetscapes, 

Columbia University 
 
12:00 – 1:00 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Lunch Break 
​ ​ ​ Track: General Information 
 
1:00 – 1:30 PM​ MOONSHOT 

New York State of AI, Quantum, Semiconductors, and 
Globally-Competitive Cities 
Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI & Deep Tech 
The global race to secure national supply chains, strengthen domestic 
semiconductor manufacturing, and advance quantum computing is 
dominating national security discussions. This session will focus on how 
cities are creating high-skilled jobs, driving economic growth, and 
transforming industries. It will also discuss the necessary investments in 
infrastructure, workforce development, and innovation ecosystems to 
ensure cities stay ahead in this high-stakes competition. 

●​ Hope Knight, President, CEO and Commissioner, Empire State 
Development 

●​ Ben Walsh, Mayor, City of Syracuse 
●​ Cara Eckholm, Founder, Eckholm Studios (Moderator) 

 
1:30 – 1:50 PM​ MOONSHOT:  

Philanthropy Transforming Cities 
Track: Law, Policy, and Finance 

●​ Gregg Bishop, Executive Director, Joe and Clara Tsai Foundation 
Social Justice Fund 

●​ Kenneth Ebie, Founder and Principal, Ebie Strategies 
(Moderator) 

 
2:00 – 2:30 PM​ MOONSHOT 

A Global View on Cities 
Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
Track: Mobility and Transportation 
Cities around the world are rapidly transforming, driven by an urgent need 
to adapt to technological advancements, environmental challenges, and 
growing populations. This session will offer a global lens on how cities are 
navigating these transformations, understanding the challenges and 
opportunities they face. This session will explore how urban centers 
across different regions are leveraging technology, policy, and 
community-driven innovation to enhance sustainability, resilience, and 



 

quality of life. From smart governance and data-driven urban planning to 
mobility solutions and climate adaptation strategies, this session will 
provide key insights into the future of cities and the transformative 
approaches shaping them on a global scale. 

●​ Vítor Moreira, Municipal Director, Município de Vila Nova de 
Famalicão 

●​ Aissata Camara, Deputy Commissioner for Policy and Strategic 
Initiatives, NYC Mayor's Office for International Affairs, City of New 
York 

●​ Ugo Valenti, Managing Director, Smart City Expo World Congress 
●​ Gianluca Galletto, Senior Advisor, Smart City Expo USA 

(Moderator) 
 
​ ​ ​ DISRUPTOR 
​ ​ ​ Floods to Fires: Innovating Emergency Management 
​ ​ ​ Track: AI & Deep Tech 

Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
AI is transforming emergency management by enhancing the ability to 
predict, respond to, and recover from disasters. Throughout this session, 
we will explore how AI-driven technologies, such as predictive analytics, 
real-time data processing, and automated decision-making, are 
revolutionizing disaster response and emergency management. We’ll 
understand how these innovations improve situational awareness, 
optimize resource allocation, and speed up recovery efforts, ultimately 
making cities more resilient and better prepared to manage emergencies 
in an increasingly complex and unpredictable world. 

●​ Brian O'Neal, Assistant Chief, Clark County Fire Department, 
State of Nevada  

●​ Christina Farrell, First Deputy Commissioner, Emergency 
Management, City of New York 

●​ Ali Hasan, Worldwide Public Sector Partnerships, IoT and Smart 
Cities, Amazon Web Services 

●​ Katherine Pfeil, Vice President, Inframappa (Moderator) 
 

INNOVATOR 
Transforming City Operations with Data and AI 
City governments need practical and effective solutions to be more 
efficient, resilient, and innovative. AI productivity tools are redefining how 
organizations manage operations, improve workflows, and make better 
decisions. This session will show how AI can solve problems in different 
city areas, stressing the importance of data, organization, and user 
readiness for successful use. Attendees will learn how AI makes tasks 
easier, enhances teamwork, and offers insights through natural language 
interfaces. 



 

●​ Doug Priest, Public Transportation & Urban Infrastructure Lead, 
Microsoft  

●​ Rebecca Mason, Assistant Commissioner, FDNY, City of New 
York 

●​ Mandy Bishop, President & CEO, Forward Momentum Ohio 
●​ Jennifer Holmes, Public Service Global Cities, Transportation 

and Infrastructure Lead, Accenture (Moderator) 
 
2:00 – 2:20 PM​ ASSEMBLY 

Securing IoT Systems in the DoD and Beyond 
Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
As cities become increasingly connected, securing the Internet of Things 
(IoT) is more critical than ever. This session introduces the 
groundbreaking work of the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) 
Information Directorate in Rome, NY, and the ORION program, which 
addresses the urgent need for secure IoT capabilities. Led by Mark 
Romano from NYSTEC, alongside DoD contractors from Assured 
Information Security and Quanterion Solutions, this session will explore 
AFRL’s advancements in exploring, prototyping, and demonstrating 
high-impact, affordable and game-changing technologies, and how it 
brings ORION's capabilities together to ensure the integrity and resilience 
of critical systems.  

●​ Salvatore Paladino, Director, Cyber Operations Research & 
Development, Assured Information Security 

●​ Cully Patch, Senior Program Manager, Cybersecurity and 
Intelligence, Quanterion Solutions 

●​ Mark Romano, Director of Business Development, NYSTEC 
(Moderator) 

 
2:30 – 3:20 PM​ JAVITS CENTER NYC 

Networking 
​ ​ ​ Track: General Information 

Take a Breather and Stretch it Out 
Pilates is the key to injury prevention, resilience and longevity in all 
activities and sports. Keeping our bodies moving throughout the workday 
provides us with the opportunity to Refresh, Reset and Refocus both our 
bodies and our minds. Our 15 mins pilates sessions will focus on 
Breathing to re-energize and revitalize and Stretching to re-align and 
lengthen neck, back and shoulders. No special equipment or clothing is 
required. 

●​ Marilena Brunetti, Fletcher Pilates and Body Harmonics 
Instructor, Work Me In Studio 

 



 

2:40 – 3:20 PM​ ASSEMBLY 
​ ​ ​ Pitch Battle Finale 
 

SOLUTIONS CIRCLE 
What Questions Do Communities Have About AI Use? A 
Collaborative Workshop on Public Needs for AI Legibility (Invite 
Only) 
Cities are facing public demands as well as legislative action to be more 
transparent about tech and AI use - how can we do better than a pile of 
PDFs to build community trust in their use? Join Helpful Places and a 
curated group of city tech leaders for an interactive workshop to share the 
types of questions your constituents are asking, and contribute your 
feedback to the creation of the next version of the Digital Trust for Places 
& Routines (DTPR) standard, an increasingly recognized "nutrition label" 
for smart city tech 

●​ Jacqueline Lu, CEO and Founder, Helpful Places 
 
3:00 – 3:50 PM​ MOONSHOT 
​ ​ ​ Making Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Financially Feasible 

Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
TOD is one of the highest return-on-investments on a local and regional 
scale, but many of those benefits are received indirectly by the public 
sector and not captured directly as revenues by the project developer. 
These include housing production and affordability, economic opportunity 
and wealth creation, higher quality of life, and growing the local, state, 
and federal tax base. Unfortunately, the cost of new dense mixed-use 
construction in urban areas is more expensive than a greenfield project 
on the urban periphery, making the financing of TOD hard to pencil out 
and attract equity in a higher interest-rate environment. Hear from a panel 
in the trenches addressing these challenges by considering alternative 
building technologies such as modular, mass timber, and light-gauge steel 
superstructures while spotlighting projects such as Hunts Point Heights 
and new Metro-North station in the Bronx and Atlantic Yards/Pacific Park 
in Brooklyn. 

●​ Majora Carter, Revitalization Strategy Consulting, Majora Carter 
Group 

●​ Cecilia Kushner, Chief Strategy Officer, New York City Economic 
Development Corporation 

●​ Tony Cho, CEO & Founder, Future of Cities 
●​ Adam Greene, SVP, Development, RXR 
●​ Steven Segerlin, Head of Commercial Development, Amtrak 
●​ Monte Monash, CEO, Monash Advisory Group (Moderator) 

 



 

3:20 – 3:50 PM​ DISRUPTOR 
Cybersecurity: Mitigating Threats and Increasing Trust 
Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
Robust cybersecurity measures are essential to protecting increasingly 
connected and digitized cities. Advanced technologies are required to 
address evolving threats and ensure safety, resilience, and public trust. 
This session will explore strategies for mitigating cybersecurity risks 
including threat detection systems and secure data management aimed at 
safeguarding cities in the digital age. 

●​ Colin Ahern, Chief Cyber Officer, State of New York 
●​ Jason Sankey, CIO, City of Atlanta 
●​ Danielle Alvarez, U.S. Public Sector Security Lead, Accenture 

(Moderator) 
 

​ ​ ​ INNOVATOR 
​ ​ ​ Future of Flight 

Track: Mobility and Transportation 
Track: Clean Energy and Sustainability 
As cities grow and congestion challenges intensify, the skies present a 
new frontier for urban transportation. Aviation technology — electric 
vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft to advanced air mobility 
(AMM) networks — is revolutionizing urban mobility, promising faster, 
more efficient, and sustainable transportation. This session will explore 
the future of flight, examining the technologies, infrastructure, and 
regulatory frameworks needed to integrate aerial mobility into existing 
transportation systems, and the opportunities and challenges addressing 
safety, accessibility, scalability, and public-private collaboration. 

●​ Lydon Sleeper, U.S. Strategic Policy Lead, Joby Aviation 
●​ John Forristal 
●​ Gwen Lighter, CEO and founder, GoAERO 
●​ Talib Visram, Business Reporter & Contributor to Fast Company, 

TIME (Moderator) 
 

​ ASSEMBLY 
Entrepreneurship in an AI Economy 
Track: Law, Policy, and Finance 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 
The rise of artificial intelligence is transforming economies, and 
entrepreneurship is at the forefront of this change. This session will 
explore how AI is reshaping business landscapes, empowering startups, 
and creating new opportunities for innovation. It will dive into the 
intersection of AI and entrepreneurship, showcasing the latest 
advancements in AI technologies, the challenges and opportunities for 



 

emerging businesses, and how entrepreneurs can leverage AI to create 
value and drive sustainable growth. 

●​ Troy Duffie, Director, Financial Markets, Milken Institute 
●​ Kenneth Ebie, Strategic Advisor, Smart City Expo USA 
●​ David Lefer, Industry Associate Professor, NYU Tandon School of 

Engineering 
●​ Natalia Martinez Kalinina, Co-Founder and CEO, Base 

(Moderator) 
 
4:00 – 4:30 PM​ MOONSHOT 

Reinventing the American City 
Track: ​​Infrastructure and Security 
Track: Sports and Economic Development 
West Palm Beach is emerging as a model for the future of American 
cities, driven by bold investments, visionary leadership, and a focus on 
sustainable urban growth. As new infrastructure reshapes the city and its 
strategic developments attract businesses and people, the city is 
redefining its economic opportunity and community resilience. This 
session will explore how transformative projects, public-private 
collaboration, and forward-thinking policies are positioning West Palm 
Beach as a thriving, secure, and dynamic urban area. 
Track: AI and Deep Tech 

●​ Stephen Ross, Owner, Miami Dolphins; CEO and Chairman of 
Related Ross 

●​ Keith James, Mayor, City of West Palm Beach 
●​ Aarti Tandon, CEO, Smart City Expo USA (Moderator) 
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